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between the Jacobins and the Girondins in the Convention,
but between the Jacobins of the Convention and the members
of the Commune of Paris For many months they acted in
harmony, and turned their attention to more important
matters, but the struggle was bound to come at last. They
occupied themselves at first with making a bold front against
both enemies on the frontiers and enemies in France, for
dangers had everywhere to be faced. During the summer
months of June and July, 1793, Conde and Valenciennes
were taken by the allies, the English blockaded Dunkirk;
Mayence surrendered to the Prussians, and the Spaniards
occupied nearly the whole of Roussillon. Everywhere the
foreign enemies were successful, and in France itself the
Vendeans had with fresh courage invaded the province of
Lower Poitou. Saumur was in their power, and their leaders
were confident of occupying the important city of Nantes. At
Lyons, under the inspiration of Birotteau, the citizens declared
themselves independent of the Convention Marseilles arrested
two deputies on mission, and was preparing to send troops
against Paris. Bordeaux despatched deputies all over the south
of France to organize a revolt, and expelled two deputies on
mission; while at Caen seventeen Girondin deputies collected,
who endeavoured to combine the departments of Brittany
and Normandy in their favour, and were supported by General
Wimpfen, commanding the army of the coasts of Cherbourg.

The events of June 2 were not regarded with favour by
the non-combatant members of the Convention, and though
the deputies of the Plain never openly condemned the coup
d'etat, several protesting Girondins were still left in their
seats, two of whom, Doulcet and Boyer-Fonfrede, used bold
language against the leaders of the Mountain. Besides this,
they drew up a protest against the arrest of their colleagues,
signed by seventy-four or seventy-five deputies, which is
generally known as the protest of the seventy-three.1 It was
kept secret, but was discovered among the papers of Lauze-
Deperret, deputy for Marseilles and a friend of Barbarous,
1 See Appendix TV : "The Girondin Party "